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STATEWIDE  CIVIL  DEFENSE  TEST  - JULY  1956 


PART  I - GENERAL  INFORMATION 


1,  A third  nationwide  civil  defense  test,  ’’Operation  Alert  1956", 
will  begin  with  a theoretical  all-out  attack  on  Friday,  July  20,  1956*  Canada 
plans  to  join  with  the  United  States  and  its  Territories  and  Possessions  in 
the  test, 

2,  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  will  participate  in  the  July 
test  under  legal  authority  provided  in  Section  h of  the  State  Council  of 
Civil  Defense  Act  of  1951,  P.L.  28,  as  amended. 

3#  The  priiraiy  purposes  of  test  activities  to  be  carried  out 
within  the  Commonwealth  will  be: 

A.  To  further  test  the  overfall  effectiveness  of  State, 
county  and  local  attack  warning  systems  and  devices; 

B.  To  further  test  State,  county  and  local  plans  for  emer- 
gency mobilization  and  operations;  and 

C.  To  provide  further  opportunity  for  public  practice  of 
basic  self -protect ion  measures. 

The  test  also  will  serve  further  to  stimulate  public  interest  and  participa- 
tion in  the  Statewide  civil  defense  program. 


PART  II  - OUTLINE  OF  TEST  PROGRAM 


U,  Pennsylvania  test  activities  will,  in  general,  follow  over-all 
"standards”  prescribed  by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration.  (All 
County  Civil  Defense  Directors  were  furnished  a copy  of  this  material  under 
date  of  April  11,  1956*  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  memorandum  ac- 
companying the  publication  provided  notice  both  of  the  fact  that  Pennsylvania 
would  participate  in  the  test  and  of  the  fact  that  the  date  of  the  test  had 
been  changed  from  late  June  to  July*) 

5.  All  Pennsylvania  test  activities  will  be  "built  around"  a 
theoretical  attack  on  the  United  States,  This  "major  assault"  was  jointly 
planned  by  the  Department  of  Defense,  the  Office  of  Defense  Mobilization  and 
the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration.  It  is  definitely  not  intended  to 
reflect  eneiry  capabilities,  or  to  represent  a particularly  likely  pattern 

of  attack.  The  assumed  attack  was  designed,  instead,  primarily  to  provide 
the  Nation1 s civil  defense  forces  with  training  in  the  solution  of  operational 
problems  likely  to  be  faced  in  the  event  of  war. 

6.  Insofar  as  Pennsylvania  is  concerned,  the  principal  features  of 
the  assumed  July  attack  are  as  listed  below, 

A,  Bombings  of  the  following  metropolitan  areas  situated  within 
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the  Commonwealth: 


i.  Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton 
ii*  Erie 
iii.  Johnstown 
iv.  Lancaster 

ix.  York 


v,  Philadelphia 
vi.  Pittsburgh 
vii*  Reading 
viii*  Wilkes-Barre 


(NOTE#  For  added  information  concerning  the  above- 
listed  strikes,  see  Table  1*  entitled  "Statewide 
Civil  Defense  Test  - July  1956  - Summary  Information 
Concerning  Nature  and  Effects  of  Theoretical  Bombings 
of  Pennsylvania  Cities",  copy  attached.) 

B.  Bombings  of  the  following  metropolitan  areas  in  surround- 
ing states,  which  directly  effect  Pennsylvania  by  radio- 
active fallout  of  some  consequence: 

i#  Binghamton,  N.Y.  ii#  Buffalo,  N.Y* 

C.  Bombings  of  the  following  metropolitan  areas  in  surround- 
ing states,  which  either  effect  Pennsylvania  directly, 

or  else  are  likely  to  result  in  requests  for  assistance 
from  Pennsylvania: 

i.  Baltimore,  Md#  iv.  Trenton,  N.J# 

ii.  Binghamton,  N.Y.  v.  Washington,  D.C# 

iii.  New  York  City,  N.Y.  vi.  Wheeling,  W.  Va* 

vii.  Youngs town,  Ohio 


7.  Relating  to  the  assumed  Pennsylvania  bombings  listed  in  Para- 
graph 6,  immediately  above,  simulated  "conditions  of  warning"  ("Yellow", 
"Red"  and  "White")  will  be  declared  and  associated  test  warning  signals  will 
be  transmitted  via  the  bell-and-lights  system  to  all  counties  of  the  Common- 
wealth, 


8.  Associated  with  the  simulated  conditions  and  warnings  mentioned 
in  Paragraph  7>  immediately  above,  all  county  and  local  civil  defense  or- 
ganisations within  the  Commonwealth  will  be  expected  to  mobilize  their  forces, 
direct  public  participation  activities  and  carry  out  simulated  emergency 
operations,  all  in  the  general  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 


PART  III  - COUNTY  GROUP  SCHEDULING  OF  WARNINGS  AND  PUBLIC  ACTION  SIGNALS 


9#  The  theoretical  attack  plan  and  pattern  federal  authorities 
have  prescribed  for  the  July  test  will  place  various  parts  of  the  State 
"under  attack"  at  slightly  different  times  on  the  same  date.  This  means  that 
different  groups  of  counties  will  receive  warnings  and  sound  public  action 
signals  at  different  times.  It  also  will  require  use  of  the  "multi-network" 
feature  incorporated  in  the  State  Council’s  bell-and-lights  instantaneous 
air  raid  warning  system, 

10#  Over-all  conduct  of  the  major  features  of  the  July  test  will 
be  governed  by  the  time  schedule  set  forth  in  Table  II,  entitled  "Statewide 
Civil  Defense  Test  - July  1956  - County  Group  Schedule  of  Warning  Signals 
and  Conditions,  Theoretical  Attacks  and  Required  Public  Action  Signals", 
copy  attached. 

11.  ALL  COUNTY  AND  LOCAL  CIVIL  DEFENSE  ORGANIZATIONS  WILL  BE  EX- 
PECTED RIGIDLY  TO  ADHERE  TO  THE  TEST  TIME  SCHEDULE  SET  FORTH  IN  TABLE  II. 

THIS  IS  PARTICULARLY  IMPORTANT  IN  PUBLIC  SOUNDING  OF  THOSE  REQUIRED  TAKE 
COVER  AND  ALERT  SIGNALS  WHICH  MARK,  RESPECTIVELY,  THE  BEGINNING  AND  THE  END 
OF  THE  PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION  PHASE  OF  THE  TEST. 
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12.  While  the  time  schedule  set  forth  in  Table  II  will  actually 
govern  all  county  and  local  activities,  any  and  all  observed  failures  in 
operation  of  the  bell-and-lights  system  promptly  should  be  reported  both 
to  the  local  telephone  company  and  to  the  Area  Civil  Defense  Director  con- 
cerned. Similarly,  any  and  all  break-downs  in  local  "fan  outs"  from  bell- 
and-lights  signal  receiving  stations  should  be  carefully  noted  and  prompt 
steps  should  locally  be  taken  to  prevent  their  recurrence. 


PART  IV  - PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION  ACTIVITIES 


13,  During  the  brief  (10  minutes1  duration)  public  participation 
phase  of  the  July  test,  it  strongly  is  urged; 

A*  That  all  people  in  their  homes  draw  the  window  blinds 
and  go  to  their  previously  selected  places  of  shelter; 

B.  That  people  in  offices  draw  the  window  blinds  and  go 
to  designated  shelter  areas,  if  time  permits.  If  the 
10-minute  period  is  not  sufficient  for  a full-scale 
drill,  all  office  workers  should  at  least  go  to 
interior  hallways,  or  similar  places,  where  dangers 
from  broken  window  glass  are  minimized; 

C.  That  all  people  on  the  sidewalks  take  cover  in  nearby 
buildings ; and 

D.  That  all  street  and  highway  traffic  be  brought  to  a halt. 

(Note:  Scheduled  public  carriers  may  continue  to  move, 

as  in  previous  statewide  tests.  In  addition,  vehicles 
using  the  Pennsylvania  Turnpike  will  be  subject  to 
stoppage  only  at  Interchanges.) 

14.  Those  county  and  local  civil  defense  forces  required  for 
direction  of  public  participation  activities  should  be  mobilized  at  ap- 
propriate times  after  receipt  of  the  "Yellow"  warning  and  before  receipt 
of  the  "Red"  warning  (see  Table  II).  In  this  work,  they  will  be  expected 
to  follow,  in  general,  instructions  prescribed  for  previous  stateid.de  tests, 
notably  those  set  forth  in  Information  Circular  No.  43,  dated  September  8, 
1953. 


PART  V - SPECIAL  COMMUNICATIONS  ACTIVITIES 


15.  The  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  has  requested  State, 
county  and  local  civil  defense  organizations  to  place  particular  emphasis 
on  the  "CPX"  (command  post  exercise),  or  special  communications,  feature  of 
the  July  test.  According  to  federal  "standards",  this  phase  of  the  test  is 
scheduled  to  "run"  from  1100  hours  (11:00  A.M.),  E.D.T.,  Friday,  July  20, 

to  2300  hours  (11:00  P.M. ) Saturday,  July  21,  1956. 

16.  In  view  of  the  fact  mentioned  in  Paragraph  15,  immediately 
above,  all  county  and  local  civil  defense  organizations  will  be  expected 
to  man  and  operate  their  emergency  control  centers  in  general  conformity 
with  the  over-all  instructions  outlined  below. 

A.  All  county  and  local  control  centers  shall  be  activated 
at  any  time  after  the  "Yellow"  warning  (see  Table  II) 
and  prior  to  1300  hours  (1:00  P.M.),  E.D,T.,  on  Friday, 

July  20,  1956, 

B,  All  county  and  local  control  centers  will  be  expected  to 
remain  continuously  in  operation  from  the  time  of  activation 
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until  2300  hours  (11:00  P.M.)^  E,D,T.,  on  Friday, 

July  20,  unless  given  permission  to  cease  operations 
prior  to  that  time,  (In  order  to  provide  opportunity 
for  reasonably  large  numbers  of  control  center  workers 
to  gain  experience  through  actual  practice,  it  is  recom- 
mended that,  wherever  possible,  the  prescribed  period  of 
operations  be  divided  into  three  shifts,  each  approximately 
four  hours  in  duration  and  each  manned  by  a different 
group  of  workers,) 

C,  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  plans  to  activate  its 
Main  Control  Center  and  its  Area  Control  Centers  at 
Quakertown,  Lewistown  and  Butler  at  approximately  1100 
hours  (11:00  A,M,),  E,DcT# , on  Friday,  July  20,  Provided 
the  volume  of  traffic  warrants  such  action,  these  four 
centers  will  remain  continuously  in  operation  until  loOO 
hours  (U:00  P,M.),  E,D,T,,  on  Saturday,  July  21,  This 
means,  of  course,  that  State  control  centers  will  be  in 
position  to  "handle"  traffic  to  and  from  any  county  or 
local  control  centers  desiring  to  continue  operations 
after  2300  hours  (11:00  P.M, ),  E,D,T,  on  Friday,  July  20, 

D,  In  general,  the  traffic  "handled"  by  State,  county  and 
local  control  centers  will  consist  of  simulated  emergency 
messages  "built  up  from"  the  countless  problems  which 
would  result  from  the  theoretical  bombings  listed  in 
Table  I,  They  will,  of  course,  include  both  damage  re- 
port and  assistance  request  messages.  County  and  Local 
Civil  Defense  Directors  will  be  expected  to  "develop" 
appropriate  messages  based  on  local  capabilities  and 
requirements, 

17,  The  over-all  procedures  followed  in  the  transmission  and  re- 
ceipt of  messages  shall  be  in  general  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Information  Circular  No,  50,  dated  May  lU,  195U,  Counties  in  the  Eastern, 
Central  and  Western  Areas  will  "report",  respectively,  to  Quakertown, 
Lewistown  and  Butler,  with  only  the  three  Area  Control  Centers  "reporting" 
to  the  State  Council’s  Main  Control  Center  at  Harrisburg, 


PART  VI  - SIMULATED  EMERGENCY  OPERATIONS 


18,  In  addition  to  those  activities  associated  with  the  public 
participation  phase  (Part  IV,  above)  of  the  July  test,  all  county  and  local 
civil  defense  organizations  strongly  are  urged  to  plan  and  carry  out 
simulated  operational  programs  designed  both  to  display  and  to  test  the 
ability  of  local  units  to  cope  with  emergency  situations.  Inter-community 
exercises  which  will  show  hoi*  the  various  communities  may  extend  help  to 
each  other  should  be  especially  encouraged, 

19*  Simulated  emergency  operations  of  the  types  suggested  in 
Paragraph  18,  immediately  above,  may  be  carried  out  either  on  Friday, 

July  20,  or  on  Saturday,  July  21,  1956,  (The  State  Council  of  Civil  De- 
fense has  not  asked  that  all  county  and  local  control  centers  be  in 
operation  on  Saturday,  July  21,  primarily  because  it  is  believed  that 
many  county  and  local  organizations  may  wish  to  "split"  their  activities, 
devoting  Friday  to  public  participation  and  control  center  operations  and 
Saturday  to  simulated  emergency  operations,) 

20,  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  will  not  order  any  inter- 
community, or  inter-county,  movements  of  personnel,  or  equipment,  in  con- 
nection with  the  July  test.  County  and  local  civil  defense  organizations 
may,  however,  arrange  for  such  movements  on  a volunteer  basis,  provided  all 
the  said  movements  are  a part  of  planned  test  operations  previously  approved 
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by  the  County  Directors  concerned  and,  further  provided,  that  the  essential 
details  of  such  movements  are  made  known  to  local  police  and  safety  officials 
well  in  advance  of  actual  movement, 

21,  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  shall  be  responsible 
for  conduct  of  all  county  and  local  operations  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  safety  provisions  prescribed  for  previous  statewide  tests,  notably  those 
set  forth  in  Information  Circular  No,  53>  dated  September  13,  195U, 


PART  VII  * SPECIAL  CONELRAD  TEST 


22 „ A special,  nationwide  Conelrad  test  will  be  held  in  con- 
junction with  "Operation  Alert  1956",  This  will  take  place  on  Friday  after- 
noon, July  20,  between  1600  and  1630  hours  (U:00  and  U : 30  P.M,),  E,D,T. 

23*  During  the  entire  half-hour  period  mentioned  in  Paragraph  22, 
immediately  above,  any  authorized  Conelrad  radio  broadcasting  station  may 
"go  cn  Conelrad",  that  is,  shift  from  its  regularly  assigned,  "day-to-day" 
frequency  and  broadcast,  instead,  on  either  6I4.O  kc,  or  12U0  kc,  as  specifically 
authorized  by  the  Federal  Communications  Commission, 

2lu  During  the  period  extending  from  161Q  to  1625  hours  (U:10  to 
U : 25  P.M. ),  E,D,T,,  all  authorized  Conelrad  stations  must  "be  on  Conelrad", 
that  is,  broadcast  on  either  6U0  kc  or  12U0  kc,  as  assigned.  During  this 
same  period,  all  non<-’Conelrad  AM  (that  is,  AM  stations  which  have  not 
elected  to  join  and  have  not  installed  the  equipment  required  for  Conelrad 
operation),  all  FM  and  all  TV  broadcasting  stations  will  "be  off  the  air" 
and  remain  silent.  They  will  broadcast  special  "sign  off  messages"  im- 
mediately prior  to  "leaving  the  air", 

25.  A number  of  "middle-of-the-night"  field  tests  of  the  Conelrad 
emergency  radio  broadcasting  system  definitely  have  shown  that  it  prevents 
aircraft  from  successfully  using  radio  beams  as  navigational  aids,  or  "means 
for  finding  their  targets".  On  the  other  hand,  during  previous  tests,  a 
number  of  factors  have  combined  to  make  it  impractical  to  attempt  conduct  of 
widescale  investigations  designed  to  determine  "area  coverage  by  Conelrad", 
that  is,  to  find  out  within  exactly  which  geographical  areas  of  the  Common- 
wealth the  reduced-power  Conelrad  broadcasts  can,  and  cannot,  be  readily 
heard  by  the  "listening  public", 

26.  Since  the  July  test  provides  the  first  practical  opportunity 
to  determine  "Conelrad  coverage"  on  a statewide  basis,  the  State  Council 
of  Civil  Defense  requests  all  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  to 
assist  in  the  conduct  of  a "Conelrad  coverage  survey"  in  the  manner  outlined 
below. 


A,  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors,  with  general 
guidance  and  assistance  from  their  respective  Area 
Directors,  will  be  expected  to  make  every  effort  to 
secure  the  assistance  of  one,  or  more,  individuals  in 
each  political  subdivision  of  the  Commonwealth  who  will 
serve  as  special'  "Conelrad  Test  Monitors",  Their  duty 
will  be  to  monitor  the  July  20  test  and  report  their 
results  to  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  in  ac- 
cordance with  instructions  furnished  by  the  Council, 

County  and  Local  Directors  also  will  be  expected  to  assist 
in  the  promotion  of  a special  statewide  project  designed 
to  encourage  every  Pennsylvania  family  to  listen  to  and 
mail  in  a simplified  report  on  the  July  Conelrad  test. 

The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  will  furnish  County  and  Local  Civil 
Defense  Directors,  all  Pennsylvania  radio  and  television  stations,  all 
Pennsylvania  newspapers  and  others  with  additional  materials  relating  to 
the  July  Conelrad  Test,  The  first  bulk  mailings  of  these  will  go  forward 
prior  to  Wednesday,  June  20,  1956, 
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iaRT  VIII  - SPECIAL  TEST  REGULATIONS 


27.  The  "Yellow",  "Red"  and  "White"  warning  signals  sent  out 
over  the  bell-and-lights  system  (see  Table  II)  will  be  standard,  sixty- 
second,  one-color  signals  NOT  PRECEDED  BY  THIRTY-SECOND  BLUE  TEST  INDICATORS. 
The  purpose  of  this  is  both  to  make  the  test  as  realistic  as  possible  and 

to  permit  the  closest  possible  adherence  to  standard  procedures. 

(SPECIAL  NOTE:  Should  any  bell-and-Iights  warning  signals  be  received  on 

July  20,  1956.  at  any  times  other  than  those  listed  in  Table  II,  attached, 
they  shall  be  considered  "true",  or  "actual",  warnings  and  appropriate 
emergency  action  promptly  shall  be  initiated  by  all  concerned.  Should 
"true",  or  "actual",  warning  signals  be  transmitted  over  the  bell-and- 
lights  system  at,  or  about  the  time  of,  the  scheduled  test  signals,  im- 
mediate notice  of  their  nature  will  be  disseminated  and  all  concerned  shall 
act  accordingly. ) 

28.  ACTUAL  CONDUCT  OF  THE  JULY  TEST,  PARTICULARLY  SOUNDING  OF  THE 
REQUIRED  PUBLIC  ACTION  SIGNALS  MARKING  THE  BEGINNING  AND  THE  END  OF  PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION  ACTIVITIES.  SHALL  BE  BASED  ON  THE  TIMES  LISTED  IN  TABLE  II, 
ATTACHED,  RATHER  THAN  ON  THE  TIMES  OF  ACTUAL  RECEIPT  OF  SIGNALS  ON  THE 
BELL-AND-LIGHTS  SYSTEM  OR  RELAY  THEREFROM.  The  primary  purpose  of  this 
provision  is  to  provide  for  simultaneous  public  action  throughout  each  of 
the  six  (6)  county  test  groupings.  Since  the  exact  times  of  the  start  and 
finish  of  public  participation  activities  will  be  publicly  announced  prior 
to  the  test,  it  is  believed  that  this  "automatic"  plan  of  action  will  pre- 
vent possible  confusion  which  otherwise  might  develop  as  a result  of  the 
unavoidable  time  "lag"  associated  with  local  "fan  out"  of  warnings.  The 
public,  of  course,  seldom  notices  "lags"  of  this  type  when  time  schedules 
are  not  announced  prior  to  start  of  a test. 

29.  ALL  COUNTY  AND  LOCAL  CIVIL  DEFENSE  ORGANIZATIONS  MUST  PUBLICLY 
SOUND  STANDARD  TAKE  COVER  AND  ALERT  SIGNALS,  BEGINNING  PRECISELY  AT  THE 
TIMES  INDICATED  IN  TABLE  II,  ATTACHED.  THE  REQUIRED  ALERT  SIGNAL  SHOULD 

BE  ACCOMPANIED  BY  LOCAL  BROADCAST  OF  APPROPRIATE  MESSAGE  TO  THE  GENERAL 
EFFECT  THAT  IT  IS  NOW  SAFE  FOR  PEOPLE  TO  LEAVE  THEIR  PLACES  OF  SHELTER  AND 
FOR  TRAFFIC  TO  RESUME  MOVEMENT,  UNLESS  OTHERWISE  DIRECTED  BY  LOCAL  OFFICIALS. 

30c  IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  REQUIRED  ALERT  SIGNAL  MENTIONED  IN  PARA- 
GRAPH 29,  IMMEDIATELY  ABOVE,  COUNTY  AND  LOCAL  CIVIL  DEFENSE  DIRECTORS  MAY, 

IF  LOCALLY  DESIRED,  PUBLICLY  SOUND  OTHER  ALERT  SIGNALS  AT  THE  FOLLOWING  TIMES 

A.  BETWEEN  INDICATED  TIME  OF  RECEIFT  OF  THE  "YELLOW"  SIGNAL 
(Table  II,  first  column  on  left)  AND  INDICATED  TIME  OF 
RECEIPT  OF  THE  "RED"  SIGNAL  (Table  II,  second  column  from 
left);  OR 

B.  AT  ANY  TIME  FOLLOWING  THE  REQUIRED  PUBLIC  SOUNDING  OF 
THAT  ALERT  SIGNAL  MARKING  THE  END  OF  PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION 
ACTIVITIES  (Table  II,  last  column  on  right), 

ALL  SUCH  "ADDITIONAL"  SOUNDINGS  MUST  BE  ACCOMPANIED  BY  APPROPRIATE  LOCAL 
BROADCAST  OF  EMERGENCY  INFORMATION  OR  INSTRUCTIONS.  A number  of  examples 
of  the  types  of  messages  which  might  be  broadcast  in  association  with  the 
public  sounding  of  Alert  Signals  are  listed  below, 

C.  Examples  of  possible  messages  associated  with  Alert  Sig- 
nals sounded  during  "Condition  Yellow"  (Sub-paragraph  A, 
above) : 

i,  "Attention,  everyone.  This  is  a special  civil  defense 
test  message.  Warning  "Yellow",  meaning  "attack  is 
probable",  has  been  received.  This  warning  is  the 
result  of  the  sighting  of  enemy  aircraft  over  Nothem 
Canada.  Additional  test  bulletins  will  be  issued  as 
conditions  warrant." 
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"Attention,  all  Johnson  Township  auxiliary  policemen. 

This  is  a special  civil  defense  test  message.  All 
Johnson  Township  auxiliary  policemen  are  to  report 
to  assigned  duty  stations  immediately," 

"Attention,  all  residents  of  Johnson  City,  This  is  a 
special  civil  defense  test  message.  Enemy  aircraft 
have  been  sighted  over  Northern  Canada  and  attack  is 
probable.  Civil  Defense  Director  Brown  has  ordered 
evacuation  of  all  areas  north  of  the  river  in  accord- 
ance with  Plan  B,  All  residents  will  follow  written 
instructions  previously  provided.  Additional  bulletins 
will  follow," 

D,  Examples  of  possible  messages  associated  with  Alert  Signals 
sounded  after  close  of  public  participation  activities 
(Sub-paragraph  B,  above), 

i,  "Attention,  all  residents  of  Tioga  and  Bradford  Counties, 
Pennsylvania,  This  is  a special  civil  defense  test 
message.  Official  information  just  received  indicates 
that  the  eastern  half  of  Tioga  and  the  western  half 
of  Bradford  County  may  be  subjected  late  this  after- 
noon to  serious  radioactive  fallout  from  today's  bomb- 
ing of  Buffalo,  New  York,  Listen  for  further  bulletins 
on  this  subject  and  be  prepared  to  act," 

ii,  "Attention,  all  Johnson  Township  civil  defense  medical 
teams.  This  is  a special  test  message.  Civil  Defense 
Director  Jones  has  ordered  all  Johnson  Township  medical 
teams  immediately  to  report  to  Assembly  Point  2,  ready 
for  transport  to  Philadelphia  for  emergency  duty." 

iii,  "Attention,  everyone.  This  is  a special  civil  defense 
test  message.  The  Air  Force  has  reported  the  air 
clear  of  hostile  aircraft  and  local  survey  teams  re- 
port no  danger  from  lingering  radioactivity.  All 
civil  defense  forces  may  now  conduct  operations  without 
restrictions," 

31#  The  conduct  of  local  evacuation,  relocation  and  similar  tests 
involving  simulated  emergency  movement  of  vehicles  and  people  is  authorized, 
provided  local  government  and  police  officials  are  kept  fully  informed  of 
the  development  of  local  plans  covering  all  such  operations. 

32,  All  County  Civil  Defense  Directors  will  be  expected  to  furnish 
the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration,  through  their  respective  Area 
Directors  and  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  an  "Evaluation  Report", 
as  provided  in  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  "Standards  - National 
Civil  Defense  Training  Exercise  - Operation  Alert  1956",  Appendix  F,  pages 
25  and  26,  In  the  submission  of  these  reports.  County  Directors  are  re- 
quested to  furnish  sufficient  copies  to  allow  for  retention  of  one  by  Area 
Directors  and  another  by  the  State  Council, 
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33 • The  theoretical  bombings  upon  which  the  July  test  is  based 
are  purely  "paper  bombings".  The  Armed  Services  definitely  will  not  "put 
planes  over  the  bombed  cities"  to  simulate  attack, 

3U,  Whereas  certain  federal  test  activities  will  continue  through 
Thursday,  July  26,  all  county  and  local  civil  defense  organizations  will 
be  expected  to  conclude  all  their  test  activities  not  later  than  Saturday, 
July  21,  1956, 
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35.  In  planning  for  the  July  test,  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense 
Directors  must  anticipate  and  provide  for  local  '’problems"  • These  include 
traffic  control  on  bridges,  at  state  boundaries  and  at  similar  points;  the 
activities  of  people  congregated  in  ball  parks  and  other  places  of  amuse- 
ment; the  movement  of  fire  engines,  ambulances  and  similar  vehicles  on 
actual  emergency  calls,  etc. 

36,  As  in  previous  statewide  tests,  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense  will  arrange  for  active  test  cooperation  on  the  part  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police,  the  Delaware  River  Joint  Toll 
Bridge  Commission  and  the  Pennsylvania  Turnpike  Commission,  However,  pri- 
mary responsibility  for  the  development  and  conduct  of  local  traffic  control 
plans  and  for  other  police  functions  properly  rests  with  county  and  local 
officials. 


37*  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  will  furnish  special 
materials  relating  to  the  July  test  to  the  Capitol  Newsroom  and  to  all 
Pennsylvania  newspapers  and  radio  and  television  stations,  with  copies  to 
all  County  Directors.  To  achieve  maximum  effectiveness,  however,  it  is 
essential  that  both  County  and  Local  Directors  supplement  the  State  Council 
materials  with  local  release  stressing  local  activities.  This  is  partic- 
ularly important  in  the  case  of  materials  designed  for  use  in  connection 
with  the  July  20  Conelrad  test. 


Richard  Gerstell 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 

RG:mh 

Attachments  (2) 


'<  '/>>.>  V?'// 


8 


c 


lei  inic  Circ.  No. 


TABIE  I 

STATEWIDE  CIVIL  DEFENSE  TEST  - JULY  1956 
SUMMARY  INEORMkTIuN  CONCERNING  NATURE  AND  EFFECTS 
OF  THEORETICAL  BOMBINGS  OF  PEMNSY LVANIA  CITIES 
^Friday,  July  20,  195>6) 


METROPOLITAN 

AREA 

BOMBED 

Total 

No. 

BOMB  DATA 

Power 

(each) 

Type 

Burst 

Number 

People 

Killed 

MAJOR  EFFECTS 

Number  | 

People  (Dwellings 

Ser.  Inj.  [Destroyed 

Dwellings 

Temp. 

Uninhab. 

Allentown- 

Bethlehem- 

Easton 

3 

all 
100  kt. 

all 

surf. 

59,000 

7h,000 

I|6,700 

8,900 

Erie 

1 

1 mt 

surf. 

68,000 

71,000 

hOf 200 

5,200 

Johnstown 

1 

20  kt 

air 

18,000 

18,000 

11,700 

3,800 

Lancaster 

1 

100  kt 

surf. 

16,000 

2l>,000 

21,100 

0 

Philadelphia 

h 

1-100  kt 
2-1  mt 

1-5  mt 

all 

surf. 

1,391,000 

1,005,000 

6U9,3CO 

68,000 

Pittsburgh 

2 

both 
1 mt 

both 

surf. 

U89,000 

ii33,000 

237,800 

89,300 

Reading 

1 

100  kt 

surf. 

6,000 

26,000 

17 , hOO 

1,600 

Wilkes-Barre 

1 

20  kt 

surf . 

20,000 

21,000 

12,900 

2,200 

York 

1 

100  kt 

surf. 

li,000 

16,000 

8,000 

U,700 

NOTES:  1,  Meanings  of  the  principal  abbreviations  used  above  are  Ca)  kt  - kiloton, 

or  1,000  tons;  (b)  mt  - megaton,  or  1,000,000  tons;  (c)  surf.  - surface; 

(d)  Ser.  Inj.  - seriously  injured;  and  (e)  Temp.  Uninhab.  - temporarily 
uninhabitable.  (Using  the  abbreviations  kt  and  mt,  a 20  kt  bomb  'would  have 
the  rated  power  of  20,000  tons  of  TNT,  while  a 5 mt  bomb  would  have  the 
rated  power  of  5,000,000  tons  of  TNT.) 

2.  Figures  on  human  deaths  and  injuries  and  condition  of  dwelling  places  a£ 
listed  above  are  totals  for  the  entire  area  affected  and  may  "cover"  parts 
of  two,  or  more,  counties. 

3.  All  figures  are  as  prescribed  by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administra- 
tion. 
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TABLE  II 

STATEWIDE  CIVIL  DEFENSE  TEST  - JULY 

1 

1956 

COUNTY  GROUP  SCHEDULE  CF  WARNING  SIGNALS  AND  CONDITIONS, 

THEORETICS  ATTACKS  AND  REQUIRED  PUBLIC  aCTION  SIGNALS 

(Friday,  July  20,  1950 

WARNING  SIGNAL  AND 
CONDITION  TIMES 

ASSUMED 
TIMES  OF 
ATTACK 

REQUIRED  PUBLIC  ACTION 
SIGNAL  TIMES 

"Yellow" 

"Red" 

"White" 

Take  Cover  ! Alert 

1 

Bradford,  C 
Northamptor 
Wayne  and  \ 
(17  countie 

1104  hours 
(11:04  A.M.) 

E.D.T. 

)arbon,  Columbi 
i,  Northumberla 
.ryoming» 

:s  - including 

1340  hours 
(1:40  ?.M, ) 

E.D.T. 

Group  I Co 

.a,  Lackawanna 
.nd,  Pike,  Sny 

Allentovm-Bet 

1430  hours 
(2:30  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

» 

unties 

, Lehigh,  Luzerne,  Monroe, 
■der,  Sullivan,  Susquehanna, 

hlehem-Easton  and  Wilkes-Ba 

, i 

1 1345  hours  1 1340  hours 
' (1:45  P.M.)  i (1:40  P.M.) 

E.D.T.  ! E.D.T. 

i 

Montour, 

Union, 

rre  targets) 

1350  hours 
(1:50  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Butler,  Clc 
(9  counties 

1105  hours 
(11:05  A.M.) 

E. D.T « 

irion,  Crawforc 
- including  I 

1340  hours 
(1:40  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Group  II  C 

L,  Erie,  Fores 
)r±e  target) 

1445  hours 
(2:45  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

ounties 

t,  Lax^rrence,  M 
1345  hours 

(1:45  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

» 

j 

1 

t 

ercer,  Venang 

1340  hours 
(1:40  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

0 and  Warren 

1350  hours 
! (1:50  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Bucks,  Ches 
(5  counties 

1104  hours 
(11:04  A.M.) 

E.D.T. 

>ter,  Delaware, 
- including  I 

1355  hours 
(1:55  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Group  IIIC 

ounties 

a 

1355  hours 
(1:55  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

1405  hours 
(2:05  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Montgomery  a 
Philadelphia  t 

1430  hours 
(2:30  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

nd  Philadelphi 
arget) 

1400  hours 
(2:00  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

1 

Adams,  Cumt 
(7  counties 

110S  hours 
(11:0S  A.M.) 

E.D.T. 

>erland,  Dauphi 
- including  Y 

1355  hours 
(1:55  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Group  IV  C 

n,  Franklin, 
'ork  target) 

1500  hours 
(3:00  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

ounties 
Fulton,  Perry 

1400  hours 
(2:00  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

and  York 

1355  hours 
(1:55  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

1405  hours 
(2:05  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Berks,  Lane 
(4  counties 

1104  hours 
(11:04  A.M.) 

E.D.T. 

1 — 1 1 

aster,  Lebanon 
- including  L 

1410  hours 
(2:10  P.M.) 
E.D.T. 

Group  V Co 

and  Schuylki 
ancaster  and 

1430  hours 
(2:30  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

unties 

11 

Reading  target 

1415  hours 
(2:15  P.M.) 

E.  D.  T . 

1 

s) 

i 1410  hours 
(2:10  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

1420  hours 
(2:20  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 
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Table  II  (cont’d.)  ^ ( 

• 

WARNING  SIGNAL  aND 
CONDITION  TIKES 

ASSUMED 
TIMES  OF 
ATTACK 

REQUIRED  PUBLIC  ACTION 
SIGNAL  TIKES 

"Yellow" 

"Red"  "White" 

1 

t 

i 

u 

Take  Cover 

Alert 

i 

Allegheny, 
Clearfield, 
Juniata,  Lj 
and  Nestmoi 
(25  countie 

1105  hours 
(11:05  A.M.) 

E.D.T. 

Armstrong,  Be 
Clinton,  Elk 
’■coming,  McKea 
'eland. 

js  - including 

1410  hours 
(2:10  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

*1 

Group  VI  C 

aver,  Bedford, 
, Fayette,  Gre 
n,  Mifflin,  Poi 

Johnstown  and 

1445  hour? 
(2:45  P.M  ) 

E.D.T.  * 

d unties 

Blair,  Cambr 
ene,  Huntingd 
bter,  Somerse 

Pittsburgh  t 

1415  hour?  i 
(2:15  P.M  )! 
E.D.T.  • 

ia,  Cameron,  Ce 
on,  Indiana,  Je 
t,  Tioga,  Wash] 

argets) 

( 

1410  hours 
(2:10  P.M.) 

E.D.T. 

1 

1 

1 

sntre, 

jfferson, 

mgton 

1420  hours 
(2:20  P.M.) 
E.  D.T «. 

NOTES:  1.  ALL  TIMES  LISTED  above  RELATE  ONLY  to  "Operation  Alert  1956"  and,  more 

specifically,  to  FRIDAY,  JULY  20,  1956. 


2.  The  county  groupings  indicated  above  relate  only  to  TEST  TIKE  FACTORS. 
(They  definitely  DO  NOT  REPRESENT  CHANGES  IN  ASSIGNMENTS  to  Eastern, 
Central  or  Western  Areas,  They  DO  NOT  IN  ANY  WAY  ALTER  STANDARD  OPERA- 
TIONAL PROCEDURES  previously  prescribed, ) 

3.  The  "warning  signal  and  condition  times"  indicated  in  the  first  three 
columns  on  the  left  are  the  TIMES  AT  WHICH  THE  TEST  "YELLOW",  "RED"  AND 
"WHITE"  SIGNALS  ARE  SCHEDULED  TO  BE  TRANSMITTED  VIA  THE  BELL-AND-L IGHT S 
SYSTEM,  It  shall  be  assumed  that  CONDITIONS  "YELLOW",  "RED"  AND  "WHITE" 
ARE  RECEIVED  AND  GO  INTO  EFFECT  AT  THE  TIKES  INDICATED,  regardless  of 
receipt  of,  or  failure  to  receive,  the  three  signals  via  bell-and-lights 
or  "fan  out"  therefrom, 

4.  The  "assumed  times  of  attack"  listed  in  the  center  of  the  page  are 
those  prescribed  by  federal  authorities.  All  county  and  local  organi- 
zations shall  strictly  adhere  to  these  times  in  the  over-all  "play"  of 
the  test, 

5.  The  "required  public  action  signal  times"  listed  in  the  two  columns  on 
the  right  are  the  TIMES  AT  WHICH  ALL  COUNTY  AND  LOCAL  ORGANIZATIONS  MUST 
PUBLICLY  SOUND  STANDARD  TAKE  COVER  AND  hLSRT  SIGNALS  ON  LOCAL  SIRENS, 

HORNS  OR  WHISTLES.  These  signals,  (the  Alert  signal  to  be  accompanied  by 
suitable  broadcast)  will  mark,  respectively,  the  beginning  and  the  end  of 
public  participation  activities  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  test, 
ADDITIONAL  ALERT  SIGNALS  MAY  BE  PUBLICLY  SOUNDED:  (a)  BET!, ESN  TIKE  OF 

RECEIPT  OF  THE  "YELLOW"  SIGNAL  (shown  in  1st  column  on  left  above)  AND 
TEE  OF  RECEIPT  OF  THE  "RED"  SIGNAL  (shown  in  3rd  column  from  left  above), 
OR  (b)  AT  ANY  TIMS  FOLLOWING  THE  REQUIRED  SOUNDING  OF  THAT  ALERT  SIGNAL 
MARKING  THE  END  OF  PUBLIC"  PARTICIPATION  ACTIVITIES  (time  shown  in  last  ~ 
column  on  right  above).  ALL  SUCH  ADDITIONAL  SOUNDINGS  MUST  BE  ACCOMPANIED 
BY  LOCAL  BROADCAST  OF  APPROPRIATE  MESSAGES. 
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